Dependent Participation

Alain Touraine, Prof. Univerity of Nanterre “A man is alienated when his only relationship to the social and cultural direction of his society is the one the ruling class accords to him …... cancelling out social conflict by creating dependent participation.”

Who were these people in society? Explain what is meant by Dependent Participation.

This was the period called Les Annees '68.

From the start of Alain Touraine's book of 1969, La societe post-industrielle, “A new type of sociey is now being formed.” Henri Mendras 1967, End of the peasantry. The Catholic Church began to decline in importance with lower attendance, baptism, ordinations etc.

Feminism – Change and liberal ideals / demands for womens rights.

1971 5 April Le Nouvel Observateur published a Manifesto signed by 343 women demanding freedom of abortion. “A million women, every year, undergo an abortion in France …. in dangerous conditions ….. and are forced to remain silent …... I declare that I am one of them.” Simone de Beauvoir, Francoise Sagan, Catherine Deneuve … The 1920 Law criminalized abortion and made the newspaper + women at risk of prosecution.

Aug 26, 9 women paced a wreath on the tomb of the unknown soldier with a message “Even more unknown than the unknown soldier: his wife.” (arrested). A legal defence society was created in1972 by de Beauvoir and Gisele Halimi. This didn't have to take action until a seventeen year old who had been forced to have sex but was a successful case. Feminist encouragement of abortion holidays  led to 36,000 by 1974. It began to receive left-wing support – mainly due to the costs that made it a middle class option only.

President Georges Pompidou accepted the transformation of social relationships with caution. It became a theme in the 1969 elections. He had not committed to the referendum on Participation and was called Nonpidou or Pompidoui.

Jacques Chaban-Delmas PM announced ambitious ideas for a New Society to the National Assembly in 16th sept 1969 of a mutually supporting society to resolve conflict, profit sharing for workers and increased union co-operation. The state economic planning dept. was given to th economist Jacques Delors. Delors encouraged the Patronat to include training programmes for workers, index linked minimum wage, contracts and negotiations. Against the old Blocked Society.

Pompidou backtracked and changed Chaban-Delmas to the conservative Messmer in July 1972.

Migrant issues in society, even after HLM programme started, a 5 Africans were asphyxiated by a makeshift heater on 1st Jan 1970 in Aubervilliers suburb of Paris and later that month a Portuguese family in Grenoble. Instigated a programme to eradicate shantytowns by 1972.

Summer of 1972 Larzac protests until 1973 (inc. Jose Bove). Pompidou died in April 1974.

Apres Gaulle

1974 19 May Giscard d'Estaing of the Indep. Republicans won 50.8% against Mitterrands 49.19%. The socialists had made a common programme in June 1972 with the communists agreeing on internal policies of nationalisation, state planning and levels of decentralization / autogestion. Giscard had been Finance Minister to de Gaulle '62 – '65 and throughout Pompidous time. Fellow ENAc Chirac, last Minister of the Interior had supported him.

Giscard moved policies to a liberal reforming centre. He increased liberalism and ideals of a middle way towards consensus politics.

Simone Veil became Minister of Health and he created a State Secretariat of Womens Affairs headed by Francoise Giroud (who had supported Mitterrand). Veil was the 1st person in the V Rep. To be a full Minister. She legalized voluntary abortion (IVG) if distress could be demonstrated. Giscard and PM Chirac needed PCF and PSU help to pass the bill. It was made permanent in 1979.

Veil “We can no longer shut our eyes to the 300,000 abortions which every year mutilate the women of this land ...”  Also in 1974 – majority age lowered from 21 to 18, sale of contraceptives. 

1975 – permitted divorce by mutual consent. Later – lowering of retirement age and increased pensions. Opposition to liberalism came from the catholic right but this had decreased.

Veil continued to be a popular liberal politician associated with Giscard and was elected to the European Parliament. Giscard followed a pro-European aim, une personnalite europeenne, and the CAP greatly assisted the French economy in this period (especially with bad harvests elswhere eg. USA). Some opposition as this was seen as another layer of control and Chirac had distanced himself enough in 1979 to call Giscards Union pour la Democratie Francaises, UDF, le parti de l'etranger. He created the Rassemblement pour la Republique in 1976 and became the mayor of Paris in 1977.

The economic system, even with ideas of co-operation with workers, also become more and more liberal and free market orientated. The Grand Ecoles (esp. ENAcs) become equally important in private enterprise and more mergers occurred. Government policy still held major contol as targeted industry such as telecommunications was supervised (public right to have a phone), aviation – Airbus, nuclear industry expansion with super reactors (which began to attract opposition).

Oil crisis of 1973 (Yom Kippur) resulted in La Crise of 1974 and stagflation. Pompidou had supported Egypt but the French arms industry sold to Israel. Fortunately during the 2nd oil crisis France had built up its nuclear reactors. During the crisis, Giscard had to change the clocks (as did the UK – British Summertime). 

Giscard d'Estaing

L'Express 1966 « Birth of a Dauphin » but became against de Gaull's « solitary exercise of power »

and openly declared against de Gaulle in the referendum and therefore an Independent Republican.

Minister of Finance under Pompidou – Jacques Chirac was Minister of the Interior. He seemed the natural candidate for taking over the UDF after Pompidou (more radical, liberal and finance experience).

Ground breaking TV debate for the 1974 Presidential Elections with 25 million viewers. He played the Communist-Socialist card (as de Gaulle after May '68) due to their Common Programme.

Giscard 50.8% Mitterrand 49.19%. He seemed to play the liberal reforming centre against Mitterrands left-wing gauchist stance. It was seen as opportunism but he actually did carry out reforms (which annoyed the right-wing of his party).

70's haute cuisine – Paul Bocuse given Legion d'H. '75 by Giscard.

Giscardism argued as not a twist on the May'68 legacy but direct consequence of individualism of the revolt. (Danger of reading history backwards). He interperated liberté as freedoms (liberalism and free market economics) not social reforms (socialism).

1973 new newspaper Liberation, by Satre (gauchist/anarchist).

1973 Economic and Oil Crisi – Yom Kippur. Pompidou supported Egypt (as de Gaulle) but french arms used by Israel.

1974-5 unemployment doubled 500,000 to one million. Stagflation and end of the boom years. Heavy industry effected, especially in East + SE, certain areas and sectors of society effected.

Racism increased and migration reduced. (Ayatollah Khomeiny given assylum during Iranian Revolution against the Shah 1978-9. The Shah arrived in PACA in exile.

Feb. 1976, Chirac when Prime Minister stated on TV that a country with 900,000 unemployed but 2 million immigrants was not a country where unemployment was insoluble.

Rivalry for control of the party (and its heart – policies) led to Chiracs resignation in Aug. '76. He later beat Giscards candidate to become Mayor of Paris.

The new PM and Minister of Economy and Finance was Raymond Barre, an economist / functionaire and ex-Vice European Commission President. Economic reforms followed – price controls abolished, even for bread.

State Intervention – Dirigisme

The continuation of state power and control – étatisme.

The mystique of the National Plan by Monnet 'Le Plan'. Nationalist centralism of the De Gaulle regime that replace politicians with technocrats from the civil service and industry continued in the 70's but to a lesser extent.

Both Giscard (grand corps de Inspection des Finances) and Chirac were énarques (ENA).

Renault, synonymous with nationalisation, became less protected as state loans permitted the merger of Peugeot- Citroen. Other mergers continued the Pompidou policy (chemicals, tyres, electrics, nuclear...). It was seen as necessary to groom at least one french firm to compete on the international market in every industrial sector (Giscardian Policy from '69).

The oil crisis encouraged a greater commitment to nuclear power and was seen as emblematic of Dirigisme. However, there was a deal with the American company Westinghouse to develop pressurized water reactors and to build a fast-breeder reactor – the Superphénix. This became the symbol of industrial resilience during the 2nd Oil Crisis in 1979. (Giscard visited USA in '76).

After disappointment with the Anglo-French Concord, the heavily state subsidized arms and military aircraft giant Dassault achieved growing success and Airbus became profitable.

Giscard allowed lame duck (canards boiteux) firms to close – steel industry in Nord and Lorraine, Denain and Longwy. De-industrialisation due to unfavourable location and industrial inertia (less coal / iron ore and foreign competition. On the other hand, Dunkerque and Fos-sur-Mer remained productive steel sites due to cheap sea importations and as Break of Bulk points.

Anti- nuclear protests:

1977 Malville, nr Lyon on the Rhone against a superphenix – teacher killed, 30,000 protesters.

1979 Plogoff Brittany as locals (+ foreign) protesters with the mayor against EDF, Finistere council supported nuclear power station construction.

Some movement to rural areas over period but mainly with 2nd homes. Also increase in Tourism as a priority. This did give money to some rural areas.

1975 European Regional Fund was created and the CAP, introduced in 1962 helped rescue the french agriculture. Rural / Urban income gap was reduced (improvements from early rural depopulation, SMAG/SMIG ….) but tended to favour the larger, northern cereal production. 

JACist young agriculturalist action – grass roots (co-operatives, re-training + new methods and sharing equipment. 

1972-74 Jacques Chirac was the deputy of the Corrèze and Minister of Agriculture, under Giscard, gave grants to young farmers. 

By 1981 France was the 2nd world exporter of foodstuffs after the USA (Green oil).

The EEC imposed changes on agriculture such as phasing out unproductive small terraced farms in the lower alps, pyrenees, massif central and reducing cheap, poor quality wine production in Languedoc and Provence (Quotas).

Brussels was therefore seen as the controlling centralized bureaucracy not Paris.

Giscard and Chirac:

1st Euro Parliament elections 1979 60% turnout, nr. Double UK's. Simone Veil in Giscqrd list became MEP President. Giscard aim at a « personnalité européene » while Chirac and his list were anti-european and talked of Giscards « le patri de l'étranger »

Mitterrand PS Policies

Mitterrand promised to « break the discourse of private gain » and increase state funds in public ownership. Sept. '81 programme of nationalization, bill passed in feb.'82, was popular.

Renault, Societe Generale and Credit Lyonnais were already state owned. Added to these were 5 major industries, 36 banks and 2 financial houses. Major holdings/shares were taken in others.

Suez, Paribas, Saint Gobain(glass), Thomson-Brandt(elec.), Rhone-Poulence(chem.).....  [not double names – pompidou mergers].

The buyouts cost an estimated 43 billion francs « Keynesianism in one country ».

8 billion francs was put into family allowance, housing benefit, pensions, SMIG and subsidies for firms taking on new workers.

In february '83 unions and management agreed to reduce the retirement age to 60, 39hr week and an increase of conges payes to 5wk holidays.

Decentralisation - « droit a la difference » Mitterrand in bretagne; regionalism not cultural diversity.

Power of Prefects were reduced to control of security services (police).

Minister of Culture, Jack Lang encouraged regional cinema.

A public broadcasting authority was created which gave media independence.

Death penalty was abolished in 1981. Mitterrand had made many speeches on les droits de l'homme

and had also visited immigration hostels during the presidential campaign.

1982 also decrimilalization of homosexuality.

17 measures to achieve women's « autonomy, equality and dignity were announced on womens day 1982. 1983 bill for egalite professionnelle.

Mitterrand created a Minister of Women's Rights under Yvette Roudy, Edith Cresson became Minister of Agriculture and Nicole Questiaux head of social security.

In 1977 Giscard had introduced immigrant rights of association (to join unions) and allowed illegal immigrants status if they declared themselves. However, migrant quotas were still in place. 

Strikes of OS workers at car plants highlighted problems of basic pay/work. Morrocans at Citroen Aulnay (St Denis) claimed constant humiliation had become too much.  

1978-81 building of a mosque in Mantes-la-Jolie near Paris cause a panic that it would be a french mecca (ghettoisation). A newly built mosque was bombed in '82 at Romans, Drome.

The PM Pierre Mauroy appointed Delors as Minister of Economy and Finance. The Franc was devalued in 1981 and Delors called for rigour and felt that excessive spending of the public sector / services would cause inflation, increase imports and the trade deficit and also cause Govt. Borrowing to rise.

March 1981unemployment increase by 300,000 reaching 2 million in '82. Faced with a 2nd devaluation, Mauroy imposed a pice and wage freeze.

1981- 88 900,000 increase in unemployed. ('86 10.5% of active population, reached its height in '87 at 2.6 million.

The Multi-Cultural Society: mixing 'Le Métissage'.

Manifesto against immigrant expulsions between 1980-81. « No to a france of apartheid ». '81 Radio Beur and a hunger strike in Lyon.

1983 marche des Beurs oct-dec from Lyon to Paris. Convergence '84, 2nd March with Mopeds from all corners of France – Toulouse, Strasbourg, Lille, Brest and Merseille.

1984 Nov. SOS-Racisme founded 'Touche pas a mon pote ». 

1985 june 15 la Concorde des potes, concert at the Pl.Concorde subsidized by Lang's Min. of Culture was attended by 300,000.

The municipale elections of '83 saw a swing to the right with most towns gained by the RPR and Chirac triumphant throughout Paris.

1983 also so some victories for the Front National. The FN won 10 MEP seats in the european elections of '84.

Le Verts made gains – '78 Amoco Cadiz and '86 Chernobyl. ('85 Rainbow Warrior was sunk).

1980 oct 3 explosions outside a synagogue in Paris. 4 killed qnd 20 injured. R. Barre deplored the death of « innocent french » (seen in a bad light).

'82 antisemitic attacks killed 6 in Paris. '83 Orly airport (k 8) and Marseille rail station (k 6). 1985 – 86 shops bombed in Paris.

The headscarf (foulard) issue increase in this period with Lionel Jospin stating that tolerance was needed while Min. of Education. The Conseil d'état pronounced wearing of religious items was allowed if not ostentatious or conflictual in nov. '89. exclusions had occurred eg. Creil.

L'école libre pressure and protests of '84 550,000 at Versailles in march and the over one million at the Pl. Bastille in june (brought in by catholic organisations).

Religious items rule revoked in 1993. The Ministry of Women's Rights was ended in '86.

1984 – 86 Fabius Government raised questions on the socialist identity of the PS as policy changes and austerity measures were put in place with less state control and more open market policies. Right wing politicians therefore stated Laurent Fabius was the acceptable face of socialism (ie. Consensus centre politics had returned. The increase in begging and SDF was not.

Problem of the 'new poor'. Restaurants du coeur '86 by Coluche.

Leading up to the Bicentenary of the revolution '89, Mitterrand and Lang planned the cultural festivities and Les Grand travaux (Louvre glass pyramid, La Defense ….. and regional projects). Other had made Grand Travaux (Pompidou Centre). Mitterrand needed to work and plan with the Mayor of Paris, Chirac.

1986 march 18 election victory for the combined forces of the main opposition RPR and UDF which had formed a loose pact. The PS lost 6% of the vote but still had the largest single party in the Chamber. Approx. 9.7% each for the FN and PCF.

Qs asked. Would the President be able to work with the opposition? Could he call another election? Would the RPR and UDF refuse to form a government? Raymond Barre refused to co-habit with a hostile president. Mitterrand offered the Premiership to Chirac and he accepted. Co-habitation began.

Co-habitation

Chirac was nickname 'the Bulldozer' and his main aim was the demolition of the socialist experiment (le changement) pushing back the rôle of the state. The policies taken were as follows:


⁃
rapid and extensive privatisations over a 5 year period. Market forces would be allowed to take their course. 65 companies nationalised post-war/ '81-82 were to be privatised (CGE, Indo-Suez, St Gobain, Paribas, Societe Generale).


⁃
Municipal services and prisons were opened up to the public sector. Rent increases were allowed.


⁃
Empowering the public and consumer choice with shareholders. Greater freedom of communication. Minister of Culture, Francois Léotard « wished to return french television to the french people. »


⁃
Cuts in public spending and government research investment.


⁃
Wealth tax was cancelled, new anti-immigration policy and a new code of national identity.

1984 Canal Plus,  1985 Mitterrand allowed 2 commercial channels TV6 + Cinq. '86 Chirac privatized TF1.

New Caledonia Kanak or Melanesian revolt of 1984 was repressed.

President Mitterrand used the fete nationale 14 july to announce his refusal to allow privatisation by government order alone and they had to be submitted to parliament.

1987 5 million shareholders. 1988 7 million.

Les Exclus – the excluded 'new poor' and migrants. 

Charles Pasque, the Minister of the Interior, moved to restrict residence permits and return illegal immigrants. Oct. '86 101 sans papier were flown out at night to Mali. He later proposed not to automatically give french nationality to children born in france.

Nov. '86 student protests on fees (a young marocan student killed). The SNCF went on strike over the Xmas period due to possibilities of restructuring and changing pension rights. Mitterrand showed sympathy for their cause.

The Presidentials 1988

Mitterrand focused on the cultural and moral issues of unity « La France Unie », « ouverture » and not on socialist ideaogy. There was no talk of re-nationalisation.

Chirac his right wing credentials of liberal freedoms.

First Round   Mitterrand 34%  Chirac 19.6%   Le Pen 14%

2nd                  Mitterrand 54%  Chirac 46%

Michel Rocard was made PM but he needed centerist UDF support. Neither the PS or the RPR/UDF had an absolute majority so Rocard turned to the UDF (3 accepted to join with the PS for ministerial posts).

Consensus – La Republique du centre, created and highlighted the fact no longer one party could claim it was the party of government.

New Europe with '81 Greece, Spain and Portugal '86, German reunification '89. In 1988 Jean Monnet's ashes were transferred to the pantheon by Mitterrand.

Maastrict referendum 50.8% turn-out with 51% Oui  which was a narrow win for a consensus cross-party Europhile elite.

1988 book La republique du Centre by Furet, Julliard and Rosanvallon « La fin de l'exception francaise ».

« …. french citizens now argue over the distribution of national wealth and no longer over the legacy of national history. In giving up its stakes in the Revolution, French parties have lost its theatrical dimension. »

1971 Michel Crozier 'blocked society'. Raymon Aaron dismissed may'68 as psychodrama. 

1988-93 social issues including racism and social inequality.

14 May 1990 200,000 demonstrators including Rocard, Mitterrand and Chirac marched in Paris against anti-semitism. '90's race riots in the Paris and Lyon banlieue.

1991 unemployment 2.8 million. 1992-93 3 million. 1992 400,000 homeless and 2.5 million badly housed.

Rocard introduced a guaranteed minimum income, RMI.   1992 state Franco-German TV ARTE.

Rocard resigned as PM in may '91 due to rivalry issues with Mitterrand. He was replaced with Edith Cresson, who had resigned as Minister for Europe. She made plans for decentralisation and repatriation of illegal migrants.

The PS lost badly in the regional elections of '92. The Ile-de-France vote dropped from 28% to 15%, 3rd place after the FN. Only the Limousin and Pas de Calais remained PS. 

Cresson was replaced in '93. The ex health and social affairs ministers were connected with a haemophiliac HIV scandal and also Ex PM fabius.

The new PM, Bérégovy, was accused of receiving 1 million francs of interest free loans in '86 from an inside trader.

In March 1993 elections the PS were routed with only 67 out of 278 seats remaining. Mitterrand suffered noticibaly from cancer and the Ex-PM Beregovy shot himself.

This forced a new co-habitation with Edouard Balladur.

The socialist PM's had partly sold some nationalized assets after '88 to reduce the budget deficit.

This government curbed spending to keep inflation low due to the '93 recession and continued privatisations BNP and Rhone-Poulenc. In '94 3 million people bought shares in the oil company Elf-Aquitaine and in nov. '94 Renault was partly privatised.   1993 3.4 million unemployed.

Balladur did not lead radically away from dirigisme or protectionism as price controls continued and a number of shares were reserved for chosen french organisations/businesses.

A U-turn occured over Air France after strikes of possible job losses. Feb. '94 Marin-Pecheur strikes due to the EC.

Presidential Elections 1995 

1st        PS 23%       UDF  18.5%    RPR  20%   FN 15%

2nd        PS Jospin 47.8%      Chirac   52.6%

Policies of austerity and wage freezes for functionnaires with reviews of functionnaire pension schemes, reorganisation of SNCF state funding and welfare state cuts.

This led to strikes and protests and …....... and end to consensus.

Mitterrand died 8th Jan 1996. He had been seen as a political realist with co-habitation but also as a controlling, paternalistic, president. Accused of abuses of personal power(he had been called Dieu and Tonton). Ideals and values had seemed bigger than mere politics in an 'end of ideology' climate. (similarities can be made with De Gaulle)

In 1997, Chirac dissolved parliament in the hope of gaining a majority at a favourable moment after only 2 years of government. This plan failed and forced him into co-habitation.

